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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing on the vote. 
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DTV TRANSITION ASSISTANCE ACT 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the Senate 
bill (S. 2607) to make a technical cor-
rection to section 3009 of the Deficit 
Reduction Act of 2005. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows: 

S. 2607 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DTV Transi-
tion Assistance Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DTV TRANSITION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3008(a) of the Dig-
ital Television Transition and Public Safety 
Act of 2005 is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—’’ before 
‘‘The Assistant Secretary’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end thereof the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(2) USE OF FUNDS.—As soon as practicable 
after the date of enactment of the DTV 
Transition Assistance Act, the Assistant 
Secretary shall make a determination, 
which the Assistant Secretary may adjust 
from time to time, with respect to whether 
the full amount provided under paragraph (1) 
will be needed for payments under that para-
graph. If the Assistant Secretary determines 
that the full amount will not be needed for 
payments authorized by paragraph (1), the 
Assistant Secretary may use the remaining 
amount for consumer education and tech-
nical assistance regarding the digital tele-
vision transition and the availability of the 
digital-to-analog converter box program (in 
addition to any amounts expended for such 
purpose under 3005(c)(2)(A) of this title), in-
cluding partnering with, providing grants to, 
and contracting with non-profit organiza-
tions or public interest groups in achieving 
these efforts. If the Assistant Secretary ini-
tiates such an education program, the As-

sistant Secretary shall develop a plan to ad-
dress the educational and technical assist-
ance needs of vulnerable populations, such as 
senior citizens, individuals residing in rural 
and remote areas, and minorities, including, 
where appropriate, education plans focusing 
on the need for analog pass-through digital 
converter boxes in areas served by low power 
or translator stations, and shall consider the 
speed with which these objectives can be ac-
complished to the greatest public benefit.’’. 

(b) FISCAL YEARS TO WHICH APPLICABLE.— 
Section 3009(a) of the Deficit Reduction Act 
of 2005 (Public Law 109–171) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘fiscal year 2009’’ and in-
serting ‘‘fiscal years 2009 through 2012’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘no earlier than October 1, 
2010’’ and inserting ‘‘on or after February 18, 
2009’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CARSON of Indiana). Pursuant to the 
rule, the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
HILL) and the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. STEARNS) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Indiana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the legis-
lation under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of S. 2607, the 

Digital Television Transition Assist-
ance Act. We have little more than 7 
months until February 17, 2009, the 
date of the digital television transition 
when all full-power television stations 
in the country will stop broadcasting 
analog signals and broadcast only dig-
ital signals. 

The Subcommittee on Telecommuni-
cations and the Internet, of which I am 
a member, has been working hard to 
prepare consumers for this event. How-
ever, not all television stations will 
immediately start broadcasting in dig-
ital on that day of transition. There 
are many stations that broadcast at 
low-power levels or that rely upon 
translators and boosters to reach view-
ers, and many of these stations will be 
transitioning to digital some time 
after February 17. Many of these sta-
tions serve viewers in districts like 
mine that are largely rural. 

When Congress passed the Digital 
Television Transition and Public Safe-
ty Act in 2005, it recognized that many 
of these smaller, rural stations lacked 
the resources necessary to imme-
diately switch to digital. Therefore, 
the statute established two grant pro-
grams designed to aid these stations. 

One grant program provides funds so 
that low power and translator stations 
may purchase the equipment needed to 
facilitate continued service for viewers 
of low-power stations and translators 
on analog television sets. 

The other grant program provides 
funds for low-power stations to upgrade 
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their facilities to digital. The provision 
establishing the grant program for low- 
power stations to upgrade their facili-
ties to digital included a technical 
error that S. 2607 will correct. Current 
law prohibits grant funds from being 
awarded to stations after October 1, 
2010, more than a year after full-power 
stations are broadcasting only in dig-
ital. 

S. 2607 changes that date to February 
18, 2009, one day after the transition be-
gins. This technical correction will en-
sure that low-power stations can begin 
to transition to digital as quickly as 
possible. S. 2607 would also ensure that 
the funds Congress set aside for the 
translator grant programs are used to 
further the DTV transition. 

This program allocated $10 million 
for qualified low power and translator 
stations to buy digital-to-analog con-
version equipment so they can con-
tinue to offer analog signals after Feb-
ruary 17. 

However, it is estimated that at least 
$3 million of these funds will be 
unspent because not all stations are ex-
pected to take advantage of the pro-
gram. Therefore, S. 2607 would permit 
the National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration to use the 
excess moneys to further consumer 
education efforts concerning DTV tran-
sition and the TV Converter Box Cou-
pon Program. 

S. 2607 would permit the NTIA to use 
extra funds from the $10 million grant 
program to create a program that ad-
dresses the educational and technical 
assistance needs of vulnerable popu-
lations such as senior citizens, resi-
dents of rural and remote areas, and 
minorities. 

This is a simple bill that would make 
commonsense changes designed to 
speed the transition to digital tele-
vision in all areas of the country and 
ensure that consumers are informed 
about the transition. 

I urge Members to join me in sup-
porting S. 2607. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
My colleagues, I rise in support of 

the DTV Transition Assistance Act, 
the Senate bill, S. 2607, and urge its im-
mediate passage. 

By setting February 17, 2009 as the 
date for full-power broadcasters to 
transmit exclusively in digital format, 
the DTV legislation gave industry the 
needed incentives to prepare for this 
transition. 

The result, 91 percent of broadcasters 
are transmitting in digital; 68 percent 
are already on their post-transition 
channel and 68 percent are already 
broadcasting at full strength. 

b 1815 

As of April 30, 2008, 78 percent of 
households had all their televisions 
prepared for the transition, and 91 per-
cent of households had one or more 
televisions that were prepared for this 
transition. This means that with more 

than 9 months still to go, about 10 per-
cent of households were relying exclu-
sively on analog over-the-air broad-
casts and needed to take action to re-
ceive programming after the transi-
tion. 

Because low-power translator sta-
tions are not required to transition to 
digital television, our original DTV 
legislation created a $10 million grant 
program at the National Telecommuni-
cations and Information Administra-
tion, NTIA, to help translators convert 
digital broadcast signals back to ana-
log. 

As it turns out, not many requests 
for money from the conversion fund 
have really been made. Moreover, even 
if every translator participated in the 
program, it looks like we will still 
have money left over. Therefore, this 
bill allows some of the $10 million to be 
used for DTV consumer education, but 
only if the NTIA determines that not 
all the money will be needed for the 
converter box program. 

The original DTV legislation also 
created a second grant program mak-
ing $65 million available to help low- 
power stations voluntarily upgrade to 
digital broadcasting. At the time, it 
was believed that low-power stations 
would not upgrade until after full- 
power stations transitioned in 2009. 
Consequently, money from the $65 mil-
lion upgrade fund was not to become 
available until 2010. It now appears 
low-power stations intend to upgrade 
sooner, so this bill makes the upgrade 
funds available in 2009 instead of 2010. 

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, this is a 
commonsense bill that will give the 
NTIA additional flexibility to help en-
sure that the DTV transition goes as 
smoothly as possible. I strongly sup-
port this legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to also support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. BOUCHER). 

(Mr. BOUCHER asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOUCHER. I rise, Mr. Speaker, 
in support of this measure which will 
ease the transition next February to 
exclusively digital over-the-air tele-
vision broadcasting. The bill makes 
funds available in a timely manner for 
low-power television transmitters to 
make the transition to digital, and it 
makes approximately $7 million avail-
able for public education, technical as-
sistance, and the converter box pro-
gram. While this new support is wel-
come, I’m deeply concerned that a 
truly smooth transition will require 
that this Congress do much more. 

The total funding for the public edu-
cation component of our program re-
mains miniscule. While polls show that 
more than one half of the population 
has heard about the digital TV transi-
tion, most who know about it are con-
fused about how it will apply to them 
and what they may need to do in order 
to prepare themselves effectively for it. 

The need for technical assistance in-
stalling converter boxes and analyzing 
reception problems that may be experi-
enced in the home will be vast. This 
bill makes little provision to meet that 
need which will be acute among our el-
derly population and in rural and low- 
income areas of the Nation. 

In the United Kingdom, which has 
carried out their transition in some re-
gions of the nation, as many as 10 per-
cent of the external antennas and rab-
bit ears had to be replaced in order to 
receive a digital signal. Our experience 
with antennas will be no different, and 
we still have no public funding in order 
to meet that need. 

The antenna replacement problem 
will be magnified by the lack of tech-
nical assistance. Viewers who correctly 
install their converter box may still 
not receive a digital signal, and with-
out technical help will have great dif-
ficulty determining that the problem is 
an antenna that could receive an ana-
log signal but is too far away from the 
transmitter to receive digital service. 
That viewer will lose TV reception on 
February 17. When he later finds that 
the antenna has to be replaced, he will 
have to shoulder that replacement cost 
on his own. 

This Congress should do more to as-
sure a smooth transition. If we don’t, I 
fear that millions of Americans will 
lose the vital lifeline that television 
service represents next February. 

We might want to consider insti-
tuting a program similar to the help 
scheme that has been employed in the 
United Kingdom. For a payment of the 
American equivalent of $40, TV house-
holds receive on-site technical support 
and, if necessary, hardware, including 
antenna replacement. Such a program 
in the United States would ensure a 
successful transition and would pre-
vent the vital lifeline that television 
represents from being lost by millions 
of Americans who I otherwise fear will 
lose that service next February. 

I thank the gentleman from Indiana 
for yielding. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I heard 
my good colleague from Virginia talk 
about some suggestions, and his sug-
gestion is that we adopt something 
that Britain has adopted. But I’m not 
sure it’s necessary because we’re hav-
ing a demonstration project of the dig-
ital transition in North Carolina. And I 
think with that sort of demonstration, 
I think after that, if we see problems, 
then probably that’s the best time to 
adjust. 

Mr. BOUCHER. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. STEARNS. I would be glad to 
yield. 

Mr. BOUCHER. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding, and I share his be-
lief that the demonstration project 
that we are going to have in Wil-
mington, North Carolina, sometime 
later this year will yield valuable in-
formation. My concern is that what-
ever information we receive from that 
demonstration, should it indicate that 
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additional steps need to be taken for 
technical assistance, for public edu-
cation, for the replacement of either 
rabbit ears or external antennas, will 
not be information that is very useful 
to us in the absence of funding in order 
to carry out whatever steps that infor-
mation suggests should be appropriate. 

So my recommendation today is that 
we begin to have a conversation about 
how we could use information collected 
from the Wilmington experience, how 
we could use information that we can 
gain very usefully from the larger ex-
perience they’ve already had in the 
United Kingdom and put that informa-
tion to work to make sure that our 
transition is as smooth here in the 
United States as it has been in the U.K. 

Mr. STEARNS. I would note that cer-
tainly his points are well taken, but I 
think after the Wilmington, North 
Carolina, demonstration, if it does not 
work, there is perhaps a possibility of 
another demonstration. But certainly 
most of the kinks should be worked out 
after that first demonstration, and I 
look forward to taking a very careful 
look at it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 

to yield 1 minute to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. ENGEL). 

Mr. ENGEL. I thank the gentleman, 
and I rise in support of S. 2607, the DTV 
Transition Assistance Act. 

I agree with everything that all my 
colleagues have said, and I certainly 
agree with Mr. BOUCHER that we really 
need to help facilitate the digital tran-
sition, which is what this bill does. 
This has been a long time coming, and 
we’re now coming down to the wire. We 
have only 223 days until analog TV sig-
nals will go dark. 

In the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee several years ago, I joked and 
said when people turn on their TV sets 
on February 17, 2009 and their TV goes 
dark, many of our political futures will 
go dark if we don’t have a good transi-
tion along the way. Since we began 
this process several years ago, I have 
been saying repeatedly that we need to 
make this transition work. That’s why 
I introduced legislation, the National 
Digital Television Consumer Education 
Act. My legislation would help to edu-
cate consumers about the effects of the 
digital transition and what they need 
to do to prepare for it. 

So I do agree with Mr. BOUCHER that 
we’re ill-prepared. Even if people know 
that it’s coming, we also have to make 
sure that they know how to set up 
their TV for digital broadcasts. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman from New York 
has expired. 

Mr. HILL. I yield the gentleman an 
additional minute. 

Mr. ENGEL. People need to know 
how to set up their television for dig-
ital broadcasts. They need instructions 
on how to get the coupons that the 
government is providing to enable 
them to get these converter boxes, 
they need to know where to purchase 

the converter boxes, how to set them 
up, and many people need these in-
structions in languages other than 
English. 

These are very, very huge challenges, 
and we are not spending nearly enough 
money to rise to the occasion. This bill 
is a good bill, but we need other legis-
lation as well to help facilitate the dig-
ital transition. 

In February, every American must be 
able to turn on their television and 
watch a crisp digital broadcast. I urge 
all of my colleagues to support this bill 
and other bills we will be providing to 
ease the digital transition. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no additional speakers, but I will re-
serve the balance of my time just until 
I understand whether my colleague has 
additional speakers. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from California (Ms. SOLIS). 

Ms. SOLIS. I would like to thank the 
gentleman from Indiana for recog-
nizing me, and I also want to declare 
my strong support for S. 2607, the DTV 
Transition Assistance Act, which will 
help improve our country’s transition 
to digital television, or DTV, as it is 
known. 

This bill ensures that the funds al-
ready set aside for the DTV transition 
are being used more effectively. With 
leftover funds from a low-power TV 
grant program, this bill enables the 
National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration to allocate 
an additional $5 to $7 million this year 
for consumer education in underserved 
communities, such as seniors, minori-
ties, and in rural areas. 

All of the underserved populations, 
especially Spanish-speaking house-
holds, are at the greatest risk of being 
left out of the DTV transition. Accord-
ing to recent testimony from the 
NTIA, 40 percent of the calls coming 
into the converter box coupon call cen-
ter are from Spanish speakers. There is 
a demonstrated need for additional 
education in Spanish-speaking house-
holds about DTV, and this additional 
funding will also help smooth the DTV 
transition for all Americans. 

I also want to urge my colleagues to 
address the DTV transition issues 
along the U.S.-Mexican border. While 
the funding for the bill will help, we 
need a targeted outreach effort along 
the border because of access to both 
analog and digital TV signals from 
Mexico and the U.S. after the U.S. DTV 
transition. 

I have personally introduced H.R. 
5435, the DTV Border Fix Act, and urge 
my colleagues to please consider co-
sponsoring this piece of legislation. It 
will help facilitate those emergency re-
sponses so that people on both sides of 
the border can hear what’s happening, 
but particularly on our side of the bor-
der. 

I urge the Members today and col-
leagues to support this bill before us 
but also to think more importantly 
about what the next steps are and how 

to help those underserved communities 
who don’t speak English. 

b 1830 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I’m pleased 
to yield 3 minutes to the gentlelady 
from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY). 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. I thank the gen-
tleman so much for giving me the time 
to speak on this important bill. 

The digital television transition is 
now 223 days away and many of our 
constituents are simply not prepared. 
I’m especially concerned about our 
most vulnerable population, our sen-
iors. Eight million older Americans are 
in risk of losing their television recep-
tion on February 17, 2009. 

I’ve been pleased to work with a 
number of groups that work directly 
with seniors, including the National 
Association of Area Agencies on Aging, 
the AARP, and the National Council on 
Aging, to ensure that older Americans 
are not left in the dark. 

In May, Representative G.K. 
BUTTERFIELD joined me and 21 of our 
colleagues in sending a letter to the 
National Telecommunications and In-
formation Administration regarding 
this imminent problem, and I’m 
pleased that the bill before us today 
would take some of the necessary steps 
to ensuring that seniors are prepared. 

Seniors could suffer real con-
sequences if their TVs do not operate 
past February 17, 2009, including isola-
tion from society, anxiety, or mental 
and physical decline. Imagine your par-
ents or grandparents going to turn on 
the television on February 18 and find-
ing nothing on the screen. 

Also, we have to remember that 
there are hundreds and thousands of 
homebound seniors who are unable to 
go and buy a converter box. Many sen-
iors face considerable physical chal-
lenges associated with the transition, 
and without people to help come in 
their homes and install these boxes, 
they’re just going to be out of luck. 
And those seniors that have gotten the 
converter box may face real techno-
logical barriers. Most people have prob-
lems setting the clock on their VCRs. I 
have zeros blinking myself occasion-
ally. Think about the challenge of 
looking at a converter box and trying 
to figure out what to do next. 

That’s why I rise in support of this 
bill. This legislation will free up funds 
not being used by the NTIA in the dis-
tribution of coupons so they can be 
used for consumer education and tech-
nical assistance. 

It further directs NTIA to partner 
with, provide grants to, and contract 
with nonprofit organizations and pub-
lic interest groups to provide for edu-
cational and technical assistance to 
seniors, rural residents, and others who 
may face difficulties with the digital 
transition. 

Despite these efforts, there are sure 
to be people who we don’t reach and 
who wake up on February 18 with no 
signal. I look forward to working with 
my colleagues to establish any future 
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funding needed to ensure that these in-
dividuals receive needed assistance. 

Again, we’re 223 days away from the 
digital television transition. I urge all 
of my colleagues to work to ensure 
that our constituents are aware of and 
prepared for the coming transition. 

I want to thank the leadership for 
bringing this crucial bill to the floor 
quickly. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, we have no 
further speakers if the gentleman from 
Florida, my good friend, would like to 
close. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker I would 
support the bill and urge its passage. 

I yield back my time. 
Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, in closing, 

I’d like to reiterate that this bill fixes 
two technical errors in order to bring 
great benefits to our constituents 
through their digital television transi-
tion. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of S. 2607, the ‘‘DTV Transition Assistance 
Act’’. This measure will help facilitate the tran-
sition to digital television (DTV), a technology 
which holds great promise for this country. It 
will allow for more broadcast programming 
with better sound and picture quality. It will 
provide new opportunities for wireless tech-
nologies on analog spectrum being vacated by 
broadcasters. And most importantly, some of 
this vacated analog spectrum will be used to 
create a nationwide, interoperable broadband 
network for first responders. 

With the February 17, 2009, DTV transition 
date slightly more than 7 months away, how-
ever, we must ensure that all Americans are 
prepared for it. S. 2607 takes a step in the 
right direction by solving some outstanding 
problems relating to the transition in a thought-
ful manner. 

Not all television stations will make the tran-
sition to digital broadcasting on February 17th. 
Low-power and translator stations, many of 
which serve rural, minority, and other under-
served communities, do not have a set date 
by which they must switch to digital. The ‘‘Dig-
ital Television Transition and Public Safety Act 
of 2005’’ established a grant program to help 
often financially constrained low-power tele-
vision stations acquire the equipment needed 
to make the transition to digital. S. 2607 
makes those funds available beginning in fis-
cal year (FY) 2009, rather than in FY 2011, as 
provided by current law. It also extends the 
availability of funding through FY 2012. These 
changes will help facilitate the DTV transition 
for low-power stations so they can offer con-
sumers th benefits of digital broadcasting. 

The 2005 Act also established a $10 million 
program to help translator stations continue 
providing an analog broadcast signal after 
February 17, 2009. Such stations are eligible 
for grants of up to $1,000 toward the purchase 
of digital-to-analog conversion equipment. 
That grant program is currently undersub-
scribed and includes more than enough 
money to accommodate every translator sta-
tion. Accordingly, S. 2607 gives the Assistant 
Secretary of Communications and Information 
the flexibility to reallocate unspent money from 
the program to DTV consumer education. 

Consumer education is the key to a suc-
cessful DTV transition, and its importance can-

not be overemphasized. Television is the pre-
dominant medium through which Americans 
receive critical public safety information and is 
one of the chief conduits for news and political 
discourse, as well as entertainment. There-
fore, the most critical aspect of the DTV transi-
tion is ensuring that consumers are prepared 
for it. Congress mandated the DTV transition, 
and it is its responsibility to protect our con-
stituents by ensuring the transition proceeds 
as smoothly as possible. 

I am pleased to see the House consider this 
measure, which will contribute to a more suc-
cessful transition. I strongly support S. 2607 
and urge my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. HILL) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the Senate bill, S. 2607. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the Senate 
bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF ‘‘NATIONAL INTER-
NET SAFETY MONTH’’ 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1260) supporting the 
goals and ideals of ‘‘National Internet 
Safety Month’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1260 

Whereas, during the 110th Congress, the 
House of Representatives has passed several 
bills aimed at protecting children online and 
promoting Internet safety education; 

Whereas, on June 12, 2007, the House of 
Representatives passed H. Res. 455 recog-
nizing ‘‘National Internet Safety Month’’; 

Whereas, on May 22, 2008, the Senate 
passed S. Res. 567 designating June 2008 as 
‘‘National Internet Safety Month’’; 

Whereas the Federal Trade Commission, in 
coordination with several other Federal 
agencies, maintains OnGuard Online, a Web- 
based resource to educate all Americans on 
Internet safety; 

Whereas law enforcement, educators, com-
munity leaders, nonprofit organizations, and 
Internet service providers have sought to 
raise awareness for Internet safety across 
the United States; 

Whereas America’s youth will need to mas-
ter the Internet to stay competitive in a 
global information economy; 

Whereas there are more than 1,000,000,000 
Internet users worldwide; 

Whereas, in the United States, more than 
35,000,000 children in kindergarten through 
grade 12 have Internet access; 

Whereas 93 percent of children between 12 
and 17 years old use the Internet; 

Whereas more than half of all of online 
children between 12 and 17 years old use an 
online social networking site; 

Whereas 43 percent of teens between 13 and 
17 have experienced cyberbullying within the 
past year; 

Whereas approximately 24 percent of stu-
dents in grades 5 through 12 have hidden 
their online activities from their parents; 

Whereas 61 percent of the students admit 
to using the Internet unsafely or inappropri-
ately; 

Whereas 68 percent of parents have house-
hold rules about what type of Internet sites 
their child can or cannot visit; 

Whereas 56 percent of parents feel that on-
line bullying of children is an issue that 
needs to be addressed; 

Whereas 65 percent of parents report that 
after their child has been on the Internet, 
they check to see what Web sites he or she 
viewed; 

Whereas 47 percent of parents feel that 
their ability to monitor and shelter their 
children from inappropriate material on the 
Internet is limited; and 

Whereas 61 percent of parents want to be 
more personally involved with Internet safe-
ty: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the United States House of 
Representatives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘‘Na-
tional Internet Safety Month’’; 

(2) recognizes that ‘‘National Internet 
Safety Month’’ provides the citizens of the 
United States with an opportunity to learn 
more about the importance of being safe and 
responsible online; 

(3) commends and recognizes national and 
community organizations for— 

(A) promoting the safe use of the Internet; 
and 

(B) providing information and training 
that develops critical thinking and decision 
making skills that are needed to use the 
Internet safely; and 

(4) calls on parents, educators, Internet 
safety organizations, law enforcement, com-
munity leaders, Internet service providers, 
and volunteers to increase their efforts to 
raise the level of awareness for the need for 
online safety in the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from In-
diana (Mr. HILL) and the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. STEARNS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Indiana. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of House Resolution 1260, a resolu-
tion that expresses support for the 
goals and ideals of National Internet 
Safety Month. 

During the past decade, the Internet 
has become an integral part of our 
lives. Members of our armed services 
stationed abroad use the Internet to 
stay in contact with their families. 

Telemedicine relies on the Internet 
to bring cutting-edge medical care to 
rural residents in their communities, 
reducing health care costs without sac-
rificing the high quality of service that 
everyone deserves. 

Through the Internet, our students 
have access to the world’s informa-
tional and educational resources. Dis-
tance learning levels the playing field 
so that all students have the oppor-
tunity to learn. 

The Internet has also had a profound 
impact on the way that we do business. 
Through the Internet, the entire world 
has become a market for American 
goods and services. 

Our children have never known a 
world without the Internet. They have 
incorporated the advantages of the 
Internet into their everyday lives, to 
communicate with their friends, to do 
research for school assignments, and to 
entertain themselves. 
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